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Armed Forces Pensioners’ / Annuitants’ Association of Canada
P.O. Box 370, 3-247 Barr Street
Renfrew, Ontario K7V 4A6 - Phone: 613-432-9491
executivedirector@afpaac.ca - www.afpaac.ca

AFP/AAC would like to thank its members for all the letters received about the
Sacrifice Medal, which were insightful and informed.

There is a limited time for the availability of the Korean Service badge —
learn more on page four.

Only one type of Veteran

By Tony Huntley, National Chairman, AFP/AAC

There is an incorrect logic behind
the federal government’s approach to
veterans’ policy. The present logic
seems to be that of a bureaucrat. This
logic tries to fill the bureaucratic need
to classify and separate veterans, after
all that is what bureaucrats do. Their
need is to form lists just in case one of
their political masters asks for specif-
ic information.

Unfortunately this approach is
also used to establish policy and since
the lists are separate with different
titles by a bureaucrat’s logic there
must be different needs and treatment
required for veterans in each list. This
removes the humanity from the
“equation.” It also forgets the realities
of the past. Surely it cannot be argued
that a veteran who was disabled emo-
tionally or physically in the Second
World War, Korea or other conflict of

the past or present goes through
greater or lesser trauma for the same
injury. The past approach was indeed
different as vets who suffered trau-
matic stress in past conflicts were told
to “deal with it, aren’t you a man?”
etc. (women were treated no better)
and so were forced to hold it in or
work through the loss of a limb etc.
with comparably little support. The
wide-ranging damage to their lives
and our culture was never addressed
and so it was forgotten.

Today’s politicians seem more
sensitive to the present impact than
the past. However, Canadians want
their veterans treated fairly and feel
that any damage done to a vet new or
old is still just as traumatic today and
requires equally effective treatment.
Any attempt to form separate lists of
vets will surely risk a possibility for

different treatment and/or rights. I
have dealt with government policy for
many years and know that the intent
of policy “always” defaults to the
words used.

To reflect the Canadian public's
wish to treat all veterans properly, the
separate classification of veterans in
the Veteran’s Charter or in any other
general policy must be stopped
immediately.
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Members respond to AFP/AAC petition

On 27 August 2010, AFP/AAC
issued a strongly worded press release
calling on the Harper government and
Minister of Veteran Affairs Jean-Pierre
Blackburn to renew veterans advocate
Pat Stogran’s contract as the Veterans
Ombudsman.

The press release also addressed the
comment made by the minister suggest-
ing that the size of the department could
be reduced as “traditional” veterans pass
away.

“We are astonished that the govern-
ment would even consider reducing the
manpower at Veterans Affairs when the
number of challenges facing the depart-
ment is growing,” said Tony Huntley,
AFP/AAC national chairman.

“We are at war in Afghanistan right
now. We have men and women who do,
and will, need support now and in the
future, and the needs of our veterans
from the Second World War, Korean
War, and Gulf War still aren’t being
meet. This 1s the wrong time to lose an
advocate for veterans like Colonel Pat
Stogran, or for the department to even
think about downsizing.”

At the same time as the press release
was issued, AFP/AAC posted a petition

on its website calling on the government
to reinstate Pat Stogran and to invest
more in the beleaguered VAC depart-
ment. Notices were sent out to members
with email addresses, with 228 respon-
dents.

A copy of the petition with a cover
letter was sent to Prime Minister
Stephen Harper and to Minister Jean-
Pierre Blackburn at the beginning of the
month — we have yet to receive a reply.
However, as you may know, on 5
November, Minister  Blackburn
announced Chief Warrant Officer
(Ret’d) Guy Parent would be replacing
Pat Stogran as ombudsman. Parent was
Stogran’s director of investigations and
took over the position on Remembrance
Day.

Thank you to all members who
responded to our call to sign the
petition, and please be assured we
will continue to lobby the Harper
government to invest more resources
into VAC and to address pensioner’s
needs.

If you would like to receive
notices on important issues by email,
write to us at executivedirector
@afpaac.ca.

Annual

General Meetings

On 18 November 2010 the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of the AFP/
AAC Board of Directors, followed by
the AGM of Members, were conduct-
ed via teleconference.

Among other business, Mr. Daniel
F. O’Connor was nominated and
elected to the association’s board of
directors. The new elected member
will fill a vacancy on the board
created when D.A. Cooper withdrew
from board activities earlier this year.

Mr. O’Connor is a lawyer with
military service from 1967 to 1993.
AFP/AAC welcomes him to our
association.

Over a dozen responses from
members regarding our call for com-
ments on the Sacrifice Metal were
reviewed. The board of directors
wishes to acknowledge and thank all
members who submitted their
thoughts and letters.

A recommendation to move the
AGM to the first half of the year will
be pursued and we will keep members
advised should this change occur.
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The National Council of Veteran Associations in Canada

(NCVA) 2010 Annual Meeting

The National Council of Veteran Associations in Canada
(NCVA) held their Annual General Meeting on 20 October
2010 in Toronto. The agenda was very full, with issues and
discussions including (amongst others): the 2010 Legislative
Program; recent developments in the New Veterans Charter;
the future of Ste. Anne’s Hospital in Quebec; VAC consulta-
tion: a new advisory committee; the veterans ombudsman,
and of course, general business of the day.

In the 2010 Legislative Program, it was recommended to
the association members that NCVA “continue to pressure the
Minister of Veteran’s Affairs to ensure that, at very minimum,
seriously disabled veterans entitled to a disability pension at
78 per cent or more qualify as a matter of right under the
Veterans Burial regulations / last post fund.”

The legislation program also made recommendations that
NVCA continue to lobby the Minister of Veterans Affairs
and Minister of National Defence to allow the spouse of a CF
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retiree marrying after 60 to be eligible for survivors’ benefits,
a cause that AFP/AAC has been lobbying the government
hard on for its members and all Armed Force pensioners’.

NCVA also shares AFP/AAC’s stand that the resources to
the VAC not be reduced as “traditional veterans™ pass away
and to do so would be ““a breach of the legal and moral com-
mitment to Canadian veterans.” NVAC and AFP/AAC were
just two of the organizations that reacted strongly in the press
and publically to comments from the Minister suggesting
resources to VAC would be reduced in the future.

AFP/AAC is a proud member of the National Council of
Veteran Associations in Canada and will continue to work
hard with them to ensure the needs of all Canadian veterans
are being met.

For more information on the NVAC Annual General
Meeting, please call 1-800-465-2677.
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News & Updates

ONTARIO COURT OF APPEAL DECISION

In our last issue we stated that the Court of Appeal of
Ontario, back in March, had “reserved judgement” on our
Pension Surplus appeal.

On 8 October the Court finally rendered its decision —
a disappointing one to dismiss the pension surplus
appeals.

We now have to decide, in consultation with our part-
ners in this struggle, whether to elevate our appeal to the
next level.

PENSION INCREASE FOR 2011

Treasury Board has announced that the increase in
indexing on 1 January 2011, to public service, Canadian
Forces, RCMP, and federally appointed judges’ pensions
will be 1.4 per cent. As usual, this increase will reflect the
rise in Canada’s Consumer Price Index (CPI) over the 12
month period which ended in September.

AGENT ORANGE

In Issue 5 last year we explained VAC’s Agent Orange
Ex Gratia Payment Program in some detail. If you
didn’t qualify for the program because you have a
condition which wasn’t amongst the eleven Agent
Orange-related conditions listed at the time, you may be
interested to learn that some new conditions have been
identified.

Relying on a report from an independent organization
(the Institute of Medicine), one year ago the U.S. Veterans
Administration added three new diseases to its list of ill-
nesses associated with exposure to Agent Orange. The

three newly recognized diseases are:
¢ Ischemic heart disease
(including coronary artery disease);
» Parkinson’s disease; and
» B-cell leukemias (such as hairy cell leukemia).

Although the time period for the Ex Gratia Payment
Program has now expired, and despite the fact that
Veterans Affairs Canada has not yet recognized these
additional conditions, if you have one of these conditions
AND meet the other stated criteria* for the program, you
should apply for compensation.

*Criteria are listed on VAC website at
http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/clients/sub.cfm?source=
services/pensions/orange/eligible. Criteria were that, at
any time from June to September of either 1966 or 1967
the individual or, in the case of an individual diagnosed
with spina bifida, a biological parent of the individual,
must have:

» worked or lived at CFB Gagetown,;

* been posted to or trained at CFB Gagetown; or

* resided in a community of which any portion

lay within five kilometres of the perimeter
of CFB Gagetown.




Injured veterans compensation

As the Harper government pre-
pared for parliament to resume,
Defence Minister Peter MacKay and
Veterans Affairs Minister Jean-Pierre
Blackburn announced an enhanced
benefit plan for injured veterans
including $2-billion over the next five
years for an estimated 4,000 veterans
who are unable to return to work
because of their injuries. The pro-
gram includes a lifetime $1,000
monthly payment for 500 seriously
injured vets who are unable to return

to work in addition to the money they
are eligible to receive under the New
Veterans Charter. Another estimated
3,500 veterans who are seriously
injured will be eligible for permanent
monthly payments ranging from just
over $500 to $1,600 a month.
However, that announcement,
which did not address the lump sum
payment issue, was quickly followed
by media coverage of leaked docu-
ments that claim the government
knew the new benefits system meant

less money for injured soldiers and
that to qualify as a injured solider is
very difficult.

The National Council of Veteran
Associations in Canada called the
VAC announcement “a good first step
in addressing the gaps and inequities
indentified in the New Veterans’
Charter.”

Currently, the number of soldiers
injured in Afghanistan alone is not
being released by DND for reasons of
security.

Limited time for Korean Service badge

Apparently time is running out to
receive one small lapel pin that
designates Canadians who served in
Korea during the war.

It is the Korea Service Badge,
obtainable in writing through
Veterans Affairs Canada.

AWARD CRITERIA
Korean War veterans who served
with the Canadian forces or associat-
ed support groups between June 27,
1950, and July 27, 1954 are eligible
for the badge. The immediate family

of a deceased veteran may also apply
for the badge.

BADGE DESIGN

The badge is gold and enamel
designed for wear on civilian cloth-
ing. It is a circle, 3/4" (19mm) in
diameter; the centre a red maple leaf
on a cream coloured shield; the outer
circle green with the words
“KOREA-COREE 1050-1953;” the
reverse plain with a stamped serial
number and clutch pin fastener.

Veterans who are applying for the

badge
them-
selves
can call
1-877-
995-5003 to
provide VAC with
the request and service information.
An initial application can also be
made by mail to:
Veterans Affairs Canada,
Honours & Awards Section, 66 Slater
Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0P4.
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Spouses Pension Advocacy Committee — SPAC

By Nancy S. Goodman, SPAC Chairperson =

Our group was formed to advocate
for those spouses who were married
after their husbands were 60 years of
age or retired. Because of an archaic
clause in the Superannuation Acts,
marriage after age 60 (Canadian Forces
and RCMP) or retirement (Public
Service), means that the spouse is not
eligible to receive any portion of her
husband’s Furthermore,
because they are not in receipt of a

pension.

government pension, they no longer
qualify for medical or dental coverage.
We are beginning our second year

4

of a letter writing campaign in which
our members write to the prime minis-
ter, president of the Treasury Board and
appropriate ministers every month.
SPAC has 500 members from across
Canada.

Currently, we have “Letters of
Support” from the NDP, the Green
Party, the Royal Canadian Legion, the
RCMP Veterans Association and
PSCA (Public Service Alliance of
Canada). We are working closely with
FSNA, various unions, MP’s and the
Opposition Parties to win their support.

https://sites.google.com/site/spacwebsite

Peter Stoffer, MP from Nova Scotia
presented Bill C-524 which pertains to
our issue and we are working to ensure
that it gets through the second and third
readings.

Our website address is printed
above where you can find our informa-
tion letter with directions for

participating in the letter writing
campaign, a list of our correspondence
and monthly reminders pertaining to
current activities. If you or anyone you
know is in this situation please contact
me at: nancysgood@shaw.ca
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Special to the AFP/AAC newsletter

Rise up for the disentitled survivor spouses

By Cdr (Ret’d) Terry Goddard, DSC,CD

For a very long time, some of us, in particular Helen
Rapp of AFP/AAC, and FSNA, NCVA and now SPAC
have been trying to have the government’s PSSA, CFSA
and RCMP Pension Plans amended to remove those
provisions which disentitled surviving spouses who
married a contributing member after retirement or reached
age 60, thereby depriving them of their equitable pension
rights and dignity.

The Parliamentary Committee On Equality Rights
recommendation was: “We recommend the repeal of
provisions in federal superannuation plans that disentitle a
surviving spouse to benefits where the marriage took place
after the contributing spouse had retired or reached the age
of 60.”

The report of the Canadian Human Rights Act Review
Panel, established by parliament, made comparable
recommendations which are definitely clear and surely
should be compelling. This notwithstanding. the Treasury
Board peremptorily and constantly compels other depart-
ments, wishing to support such changes, to buckle under
and accept their unrealistic and misleading declaration
“That to provide such survivor benefits is not practicable
at this time, in that Treasury Board would not wish to
commit itself to such changes as it would involve a
significant increase in employee and employer costs.” |
submit that the facts which follow indicate that this is not
realistic.

1. Despite the government removing 30 billion
dollars, the financial accounts of the three plans are
in a growing surplus condition.

2. The plans have a growing account balance in excess
of one hundred billion dollars.

3. The PSSA, CFSA, RCMP benefit payments for the
period 1990-91 were 41.9 per cent of the pension
accounts interest earnings. Thus with outlays less
than half the interest earnings it receives, the gov-
ernment can reinvest more than half its interest
earnings together with all of the government and
employees contributions.

4. The government has stated a large growing account
surplus is not necessary for the security of the
pension plans. The only prudent thing to do is to
manage such a surplus, stopping its growth,
reducing it to a reasonable level and giving it a

purpose.

5. It has been estimated that the cost to provide these
benefits would be approximately $4,663,440.00 per
year, a cost comparable to that absorbed by the
plans for same sex survivor benefits, at no addition-
al cost to the employee or employers.

6. A previous Auditor General reviewing the govern-
ment’s actuarial process pointed out:

* The government has consistently overestimated
pension costs;

* Interest earnings in pension accounts were gross-
ly underestimated. Pension account interest earn-
ings have far exceeded actuarial forecasts and will
continue to do so.

Self-important minions in the prime minister’s and
finance minister’s communication offices arbitrarily
deflect the correspondence to the Ministry of Defence with
the justification that the matter falls more directly within
the responsibility of the Ministry of Defence.

It appears the rationale, however, is that the Ministry
of Defence has no authority/clout to take any action.
Undoubtedly, Treasury Board is the absolute authority in
this matter. “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.”

We need to get some power for ourselves and for the
out-gunned Ministry of Defence. A concentrated letter
campaign would of course be helpful and might result in
either the prime minister or the minister of finance appre-
ciating the problem. But, we must also involve the media,
newspapers, talk shows, and magazines. Get them to rise
up for the disentitled survivor spouses as they do for other
causes. Get them to understand that the affected survivor
spouses deserve equitable benefits and dignity. That they
are not as depicted by Treasury Board spoiled money-
grabbing “gold diggers.”

As a 91-year-old, I believe that it is reasonable for me
to consider this an urgent matter. We seem to get close to
a fair resolution only to have the Treasury Board kill the
support and send us back to square one. We can mount an
attack that will give us the power to overcome the Treasury

Board!
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